12      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From General Butler to James Parton
LOWELL, Sept 16, 1865
MY DEAR SIR: You may rely upon the accuracy of the jscription of the following incident in the life of General atrick, who is nuining for some office under the auspices of ie New York Democracy.
General Patrick was Provost Marshal General, on duty at ichmond soon after its surrender. A staff officer, a Lieuten-at Col. of Volunteers, who was on duty there and without uarters, called on the General when this conversation in ibstance took place.
"Gen. Patrick, I haven't any quarters. There is a house elonging to a Rebel officer, and of course confiscated to the rovernment, which I should like to take possession of and ve in, otherwise I shall have to commute my quarters, and raw pay from the Government for them. I should like your ermission to take possession of it."
Gen. Patrick: "Certainly you shall have the house; the rovernment ought to take it. Whose house did you say it TBS Colonel?"
Lt. Col.: "It belongs to the notorious Rebel General John I. Winders, who was in command of Andersonville Prison, nd murdered so many of our soldiers there by starvation and is cruelties."
Gen. Patrick: "Gen. Winders, did you say? No-o-o. No! }ol., I can't let you have Gen. Winders' house. Gen. Winders ras my classmate at West Point. Can't you find some other ouse, that does not belong to a West Point officer?"
Exit Staff Officer disgusted.
Please get this published in the Tribune and some other apers in New York. The incident may be relied on. I have ; from Lt. DeKay, formerly of my Staff.
My best respects to Mrs. Parton.     Yourg ^ B R B
From John Clark to General Butler
NORFOLK, VA., Sept. 20, 1885
MY DEAR GENERAL: What is in the future? Is Norfolk to >e the be-all and end-all of us? Are you to be buried in Lowell? s the country to be disposed of by the "regulars," so that a raduate of West Point is to have equality in the future, no latter which side he has espoused during the past four years?